
  

                                                          Please join us!  

      Online through Expo Pass 

Friday-Saturday, April 16th and 17th, 2021  

Information for Teachers 

What:  The Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival showcases the art of storytelling with an emphasis on both 

traditional and contemporary stories. Festival events include two days of outstanding storytelling 

performances; workshops for students and visitors to learn storytelling, speaking, and performance skills such 

as how to connect with audiences through humor and how to find your own voice as a speaker; special 

programming for children; and much more. Each year, the festival brings five nationally known, award-winning 

 storytellers to north Georgia.   

 The 2021 festival will feature Elizabeth Ellis, an Appalachian storyteller and author who has captivated 

audiences from the National Storytelling Festival to Walter Reed Medical Center with her downhome humor; 

Diane Ferlatte, an internationally renowned teller of African and American tales who breathes life and music 

into classics from Aesop onward; Megan Hicks, who shares everything from moments in American history to 

ghost stories and whose wit and wisdom make her a favorite wherever she performs; Tim Lowry, known as 

the “sweet tea commentator,” who spins tales of Southern life and history; and Antonio Rocha,  whose unique 

fusion of mime and spoken word enchants and teaches too.  

When:  Festival events will take place online on Friday, April 16-Saturday, April 17, from 9AM to 9PM, and recordings 

of the stories and presentations can be accessed online for 30 days after the festival, so teachers will have 

time to work them into their lesson plans at their convenience. With a festival ticket, you and your class can 

view as many of the events as you like! Your students will benefit from attending, whether you show them 

one session or many.   

Why:  Our featured tellers are recording 10 videos especially for students, and the festival’s programming is designed 

to be both educational and fun. Through viewing the festival’s performances and workshops, students can 

study theater, speech, history, sociology, art, music, literature, and more in an exciting and memorable way. 

In the past, teachers have had their students reflect on their festival visit through a variety of assignments, 

including:   

• What did you learn about public speaking from watching the performers? Which one was the most 
 effective speaker, and why?   

• Create a work of art inspired by a story that you heard at the festival.     

• How did one of the storytellers use sensory details (sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell) in his or 
 her story? What did those details add?   

• What message or lesson did you take away from one of the stories? Explain that message, and then 
 analyze how the storyteller conveyed it.   

• Write down a story that is important in your family, and then compare and contrast it with a family 
 story told by one of the storytellers.   

• Compare and contrast any two stories you heard at the festival.   

• How did listening to one of the storytellers affect your understanding of his or her culture? What did 
 you learn?    

 

 



What’s the cost, and how do I get into the festival online?  The festival is free to teachers and their classes, so this is 

the most affordable educational opportunity you’ll have all year. You don’t need to register each of your students. 

Just sign up for a free teacher ticket, and let us know the number of students in your classes. The registration form is 

short and user-friendly. Go to https://host.regform.com/2021-georgia-mountain-storytelling-festival/ to Register. 

Prior to the festival, you’ll be able to see a full schedule of events on our website, and you will be emailed a link to 

use to access the online event.   

  

Where can I get more information on the Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival?  Email 

info@gamountainstoryfest.org or call us 828-389-2654. The festival’s website is www.gamountainstoryfest.org, and 

we can be found on Facebook under Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival. Tickets can be reserved through 

https://host.regform.com/2021-georgia-mountain-storytelling-festival/ 

 

Where can I find additional storytelling resources online? 

• Learning Library - International Storytelling Center 

• Circle of Stories . For Educators | PBS 

• https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/echo07.lan.stories.lporaltrad/storytelling-oral-traditions/ 

• https://timpfest.org/a-list-of-storytelling-resources-for-teachers-our-thanks-for-all-you-do/ 

• KWHS Educator Toolkit: The Power of Storytelling 

 

What are people saying about the festival?  

“I've been thinking about how much your volunteers have worked to incorporate storytelling (and the storytelling 

festival!) into an informative multi-ethnic educational environment with a community outreach/storytelling-for-

children component; And I'm also tickled to my toenails to be one of your past festival storytellers. I'd do it again 

anytime!”  --Lyn Ford, storyteller and educator  

“Being from outside the States, I learned a lot of Appalachian culture and traditions thanks to this festival.”    

--student participant  

  

“I was overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of your volunteers and the story listeners. People were open to all kinds of 

story; that was lovely. I also loved that you had breaks for people by offering other types of performances, i.e., 

music, historic character presentations, workshops, and puppetry. That is exceptional and unique for the Storytelling 

Festivals I have attended. Also, I loved the intimacy with the audience; good conversations abounded.”                                                           

–Sheila Arnold Jones, storyteller and educator  

  

“This kind of culture sharing needs to continue.”  --student participant  

  

“This was a storytelling festival at its finest. The stories and story songs were authentic, moving, and beautifully 

told. They touched the audience in a deep way. And even though the audience came from different political, 

religious, and ethnic backgrounds, they were magically united during the festival due to the incredible power of 

story.”  –Geraldine Buckley, storyteller  

  

“The talent was incredible! The storytellers and musicians I saw were engaged with the audience and I loved the 

pieces they shared, pieces of personal information, like a connection to an instrument, an artist, or another 

storyteller. I'm so grateful for the opportunity to have shared another festival. Thank you!” –community member  

“Overall, I'd give it an A+. Well done.” --teacher    

https://host.regform.com/2021-georgia-mountain-storytelling-festival/
http://www.gamountainstoryfest.org/
http://www.gamountainstoryfest.org/
http://www.gamountainstoryfest.org/
http://www.gamountainstoryfest.org/
https://host.regform.com/2021-georgia-mountain-storytelling-festival/
https://www.storytellingcenter.net/initiatives/learning-library/
https://www.pbs.org/circleofstories/educators/index.html
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/echo07.lan.stories.lporaltrad/storytelling-oral-traditions/
https://timpfest.org/a-list-of-storytelling-resources-for-teachers-our-thanks-for-all-you-do/
https://kwhs.wharton.upenn.edu/2019/10/educator-toolkit-power-storytelling/


    

Spotlight on Our 2021 Tellers   

Elizabeth Ellis 

Elizabeth Ellis grew up in the Appalachian Mountains in a family of storytellers. Her 
grandfather, a circuit riding preacher, told stories he had collected in his travels through 
the mountains. He also shared tales he created to delight his grandchildren. Her aunt 
was a keeper of the old fairytales that she had learned from her Irish immigrant 
grandmother. When Elizabeth was a child, her closest friends were imaginary. On some 
levels, that is still true today. 

  
Elizabeth received a Bachelor’s degree from Milligan College in English and History. 
Always gravitating to stories, she earned a Master’s degree in Education with a 
specialization in Librarianship to disadvantaged children from East Tennessee State 
University. 
  
A recruiting trip to her library school by Dallas Public Library brought her to relocate in Texas. Ten years as a 
Children’s Librarian, and later as a Community Services Librarian, at the Dallas Public Library proved to be an 
outstanding foundation for telling stories to children and teens. 
  
In 1978 Elizabeth invited her long-time friend Gayle Ross to accompany her to the National Storytelling Festival. 
Meeting other people who made their living as storytellers made quite an impression. On the trip home, “We 
could do that” turned to “I’ll do it if you will.” The storytelling duo The Twelve Moons Storytellers was born. 
  
Making enough money to support two households was quite a challenge. As Elizabeth recalls, “I had children and 
Gayle had a horse, and they all needed shoes.” So, after four years, the two of them began developing careers as 
solo tellers. 
 
From the Hans Christian Andersen Statue in New York’s Central Park to the Glistening Waters Festival in New 
Zealand, Elizabeth has captivated listeners everywhere she has gone. She has taken storytelling to a variety of 
unexpected places, such as the amputee ward at Walter Reed Medical Center and into the work of Public 
Defenders and the United Way. She is a repeat favorite at the National Storytelling Festival and has been a 
Storyteller-in-Residence at the International Storytelling Center. 
  
The first recipient of the John Henry Faulk Award from the Tejas Storytelling Association, Elizabeth has served 
three terms as its President. She has mentored and coached storytellers in Texas and around the nation for forty 
years. The National Storytelling Network honored her in 1997 with the Circle of Excellence Award which is “given 
to those recognized nationally by their peers to be master storytellers.” 
 
Elizabeth is the author of From Plot to Narrative, an award-winning handbook for the creation of stronger and 
more engaging stories, and Every Day a Holiday, a collection of some of her popular personal stories. With Loren 
Niemi, she co-authored the pioneering book Inviting the Wolf In: Thinking About Difficult Stories. 
 
In 2013, the National Storytelling Network honored her with its Lifetime Achievement Award. This is “presented 
to individuals in the storytelling community who have demonstrated meritorious service to the National 
Storytelling Network and to the storytelling community at large. The individuals who are awarded are those who 
have expanded public awareness of the art of storytelling by the virtue of their preservation of traditional art 
forms or the significant originality of their body of work.” 
 
Elizabeth is a mother and a grandmother. She lives in Dallas with her dog Woof. For more information, see 
http://www.elizabethellis.com/index.shtml 

http://www.elizabethellis.com/index.shtml


 

Diane Ferlatte 

As a youngster Diane was steeped in the oral tradition. Her early childhood 
years in Louisiana were spent on her grandparents’ porch with the family and 
neighbors swapping stories, lies, and tales. After moving to California as an 
adolescent, Diane has fond memories of the annual trek back to Louisiana with 
her family, where she recalls fishing in the bayou, making hoecake bread, 
singing, and storytelling. Her raconteur father would invariably lead the way 
with family news and history. As she grew older, Diane played the piano and 
sang in church choirs, performed in various stage productions, and became 
proficient in American Sign Language, all of which contributed to a completely 
unforeseen career in storytelling.  
 
The seed for this career was planted in 1980, after Diane and her husband Tom 
adopted their second child. Four-year-old Joey was a boy who had been raised 
in a series of foster homes in front of a TV set. Diane soon realized that the 
nightly reading of stories that was eagerly anticipated by her daughter Cicely 
was absolutely of no interest to Joey. Committed to breaking him from TV and 
increasing his readiness for school, Diane started to story read/tell in the style 
for which she is so well known today, i.e., dynamic characterization with animation, expression, and interaction. 
Sometime later her church was giving a Christmas party for foster and homeless kids, and Diane was program 
committee chair. She told some Christmas stories, and lo and behold, a career was born. She started to receive 
requests to tell at parties, schools, and libraries. Eventually she had to choose between her office job of seventeen 
years and the ever-increasing requests to tell stories. She decided that the opportunity to make a living at 
something that one loves and finds so rewarding was definitely worth the risk. Happily, she has never looked back. 
 
Diane has wowed audiences across the globe from Graz, Austria to Auckland, New Zealand. She has toured and 
performed internationally many times over, including in Holland, France, Bermuda, Sweden, Canada, Australia, 
Singapore, and Malaysia. Diane has visited almost every state in the U.S., including Hawaii and Alaska, to perform 
at major festivals, theaters, conferences, universities, schools, libraries, senior centers, detention facilities, 
churches---you name it. Providing workshops for other tellers, ministers, and teachers, as well as serving as 
keynote speaker/storyteller at professional conferences and conventions has become a rewarding part of her 
work. Diane continues to focus on schools and libraries as much as possible, however, because she believes this 
is where the tradition of storytelling is to be nurtured and the lessons of the stories most need to be heard. In 
fact, she was honored to be featured in Language of Literature, McDougal Littell's latest textbook series for middle 
school grades. 
 
Diane continues to be very busy, but now that her children are grown (at least they think so), she hopes to find 
some time to do more recording and perhaps publish a book or two. 
 
You can learn more about her work at www.dianeferlatte.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dianeferlatte.com/index.html


Megan Hicks 

 

Storyteller Megan Hicks has a way with words. Add her warm sense of humor and 
deep respect for anybody who is now or ever was a kid, and you’ve got an award-
winning performer who captivates audiences of all ages and from all walks of life. 
 
“As a 7-year-old, I thought there were three career paths that looked really good for 
me,” shares Megan. “Performer, writer, and toy maker.” 
 
The lack of a paying audience didn’t keep her from pursuing her career goals early: 
Megan belted out songs with her TV friends on “The Mickey Mouse Club,” penned 
poems about her pet lizard, and started repurposing found objects to fashion toys 
that suited her imagination. 
 

There was nowhere to go but up, and by the time she was 20, Megan was in the money, living in Australia and 
singing for tips with a group of local musicians. “You have to start somewhere,” she points out. 
 
Her first paid writing gig was in 1986, when she penned a feature for the State Fair insert of The Daily Oklahoman, 
and at about the same time she started making origami jewelry for a local gallery. 
 
Today, Megan has earned an enviable reputation as a professional storyteller. She was featured as a New Voice 
at the National Storytelling Festival in 2011, and her credits range from small venues in rural America, to regional 
stages throughout the United States, and international programs on three continents. 
 
Her awards include a Parents’ Choice® Silver for the CD, “What Was Civil About That War…” which was also a 2005 
Finalist for an Audies® award in the category of Best Original Work. She received the Parents’ Guide to Children’s 
Media Award for “Groundhogs Meet Grimm,” a collection of her original parodies that was also tapped for Honors 
by NAPPA. Her fairy tale collection, "No Tricks. Just Magic" was awarded a Storytelling World Award, as was her 
live CD, "Like You're Really There: Megan Hicks Live at Jonesborough." 
 
Megan is a sought-after workshop presenter and seminar leader, with credits that include Florida StoryCamp, the 
Northlands Storytelling Conference, Sharing the Fire, the National Storytelling Conference, Texas Storytelling 
Conference, Weber State University, the Virginia Library Association, Roads Scholars, and the Virginia Storytelling 
Alliance. 
 
Her performance and presentation draw praises wherever she goes, and she takes her love of whimsy with her as 
she creates new stories and adaptations and discovers new purposes for the “found objects” that continue to 
inspire her ingenuity. 
 
“I’m all grown up now,” says Megan, “and I’m telling stories around the world, writing a lot of the stories I tell 
and, when I’m not performing, making art that people want to play with. I’ve realized all three of my life’s 
ambitions.” 
 
You can learn more about Megan at https://www.meganhicks.com/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parents-choice.org/
http://theaudies.com/
http://www.gryphonhouse.com/awards/index.asp?ID=PGDCM&Page=2
http://www.gryphonhouse.com/awards/index.asp?ID=PGDCM&Page=2
http://nappaawards.parenthood.com/
https://www.meganhicks.com/


 

Tim Lowry 

“A well-told story is the pure cane sugar in the Sweet Tea of Life.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim serves up a refreshing brew of historic facts, regional folk tales, and personal narratives garnished with poetic 

language that is never saccharine but unmistakably Southern. 
 
Audiences across the country enjoy storyteller Tim Lowry, as he mixes stories from American History with a variety 
of folktales and personal narrative. The award-winning recording artist and author has performed on television 
and in hundreds of appearances nationwide. When he is not on the road, he makes his home in Summerville, 
South Carolina, where he often performs stories of southern culture and history from the “Sweet Tea Trail.”  
 
He has recorded a number of storytelling CDs, filmed a DVD, and written a storytelling handbook.  
 
“From the time he took to the stage, Tim Lowry claimed the full attention of his audience. They followed him 
wherever he was performing. They loved Tim’s style, his humor, his material and the man himself.” – Connecticut 
Storytelling Festival 
 
To learn more about Tim’s storytelling, visit https://www.storytellertimlowry.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.storytellertimlowry.com/


 

Antonio Rocha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antonio Rocha, a native of Brazil, began his career in the performing arts in 1985. In 1988 he received a Partners 

of the Americas grant to come to the USA to perform and deepen his mime skills with Mime Master Tony 

Montanaro. Since then he has earned a Summa Cum Laude Theater BA from USM (University of Southern Maine) 

and studied with Master Marcel Marceau.  

Mr. Rocha’s unique fusion of mime and spoken word has been performed from Singapore to South Africa and 

many places in between, including 16 countries on 6 continents. Some of the venues include The Singapore 

Festival of the Arts, Wolf Trap, The National Storytelling Festival, The Kennedy Center, The Smithsonian 

Institution, The National Geographic, The Tales of Graz in Austria, and the Dunya Festival in Holland. He has also 

shared stories at many other storytelling festivals and educational institutions around the United States. 

 

Antonio has three very entertaining and educational award-winning DVDs, a picture book, and a few awards, 

including the coveted Circle of Excellence Award given by the National Storytelling Network. 

        Go to https://storyinmotion.com/ to learn more about Antonio and his work. 

https://storyinmotion.com/

