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100% of festival visitors responding to survey questions expressed that they learned something new about 
storytelling, music, quilting, Appalachian culture, and/or community organizations by attending the festival. 

100% said that community festivals like this one are important, and 99% said they are likely to attend the 
Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival again. 

 

Dear friends, 

On behalf of everyone who worked to put together the 
2019 Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival, we are 
happy to share with you some highlights of the event.   

 

 

As we celebrated the festival’s fifth anniversary, we 
showcased five storytellers who are well-known on the 
national storytelling circuit: Adam Booth, Bobby Norfolk, 
Claudia Schmidt, Ed Stivender, and Dovie Thomason. We 
also enjoyed the talents of seven acclaimed regional 
tellers, three local historians, a talented troupe from 
Kennesaw State University, and a group of open-mic 
tellers new to our stage.  
 

 

Both days of the festival featured storytelling from 9AM-9PM and 
many special events such as an informal Q&A with the tellers and a 
session on local history stories. Educational programming included 
five workshops, all taught by our featured tellers, on topics ranging 
from how to prepare for a performance to how to braid personal 
experiences with historical narratives. A hands-on workshop on the 
art of quilting was presented by Jennifer Marshall of Creative Art 
Spark. We also included a quilt treasure hunt for the first time. Visitors 
learned the stories of the 52 quilts on display in the Fine Arts Center 
by reading information cards to answer questions and win prizes. 

  

 

 

 



 
“I appreciated the diversity in this year’s line-up of tellers.” –festival visitor 

 
“You really do have a wonderful memorable event happening there.” –Adam Booth, featured teller 
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The event drew visitors of all ages, from toddlers to octogenarians. 
Our record-breaking crowd of 1850 came from Georgia, Tennessee, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Florida, and other states. We were 
especially pleased to welcome 1200+ public school students and their 
teachers, who were invited to attend the festival free of charge. 
 
 
 

The festival also enhanced its programming for children and their families: Mountain Regional 
Puppet Company shared three stories; a special session of stories for children--and the young at 
heart—was offered; and a selection of Appalachian tales for younger listeners was presented.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Multiple area organizations, including the John C. Campbell Folk School, Byron Herbert Reece Society, 
William Holland School of Lapidary Arts, and Mountain Area Storytellers, set up displays to share 
information, and area artists and our featured tellers shared their work. All of them were able to 
engage a wider audience, strengthening current bonds and creating new ones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 



“Congratulations for producing a wonderful Festival with a bright future! Thanks for inviting me to Claim My 
Voice. Keep up the good words.” –Ed Stivender, featured teller 
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We once again provided a sign language interpreter and 
Braille programs for our visitors with hearing and visual 
impairment. We also expanded our community outreach 
by offering free tickets to individuals with disabilities and 
their families, a workshop on storytelling as pedagogy for 
teachers, and a workshop on storytelling as healing for 
caregivers.  
 
 

                
The festival was made possible by the assistance of many 
organizations, business sponsors, and individual donors 
and by our 90+ volunteers. Thanks to their help, festival 
participants found community in a joyous celebration of the 
rich heritage of the Appalachians and of all places where 
story is honored.   
 
 
 

 
We are especially grateful for the generous grants we received from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, Georgia Council for the Arts, Nora Roberts Foundation, Cornelia Walmart Supercenter #1403, and 
Dawsonville Walmart #3874, who recognized the importance of this project and helped it to thrive; for 
the warm welcome from the UC Schools Fine Arts Center; and for the assistance of the Chambers of 
Commerce in Blairsville, Hiawassee, Hayesville, and Blue Ridge for helping to spread the word.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Mr. Norfolk's workshop was filled with funny, high-energy stories that were engaging. The information he 
presented was thought-provoking in relation to incorporating storytelling into the curriculum. His unique 

techniques could be effective in any content area and serve as an excellent bridge for cross-curricular 
instruction.”–participant, workshop for teachers 

 
“This workshop was cathartic because it helped me open up and share stories I have kept inside for many years. I 

can see now that by allowing those painful times to emerge and breathe, I can lighten my own load as a 
caregiver and even help others who are walking the same path.” 

–participant, workshop for caregivers 



“This is my favorite festival!”—festival visitor 
“So much fun. Can’t wait for next year!”—student attendee 

 

Photo by Nathan Baerreis 

We hope to see you April 3-4, 2020, for the 6th annual Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival. The 
event will once again be held at the Union County Schools Fine Arts Center in Blairsville. We have an 
outstanding group of tellers lined up, and we have some terrific programming in the works as we 
expand the festival’s community outreach.  
 

                                  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To stay up to date as plans develop for the 2020 festival, find us online: 
Website:  www.gamountainstoryfest.org 

              Facebook:  Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival 
 Email:  info@gamountainstoryfest.org 

 

To find out more about how you can be involved in our 2020 programming as a volunteer, 
teller, or sponsor, please send us an email at info@gamountainstoryfest.org. 

 

We wish you all the best and look forward to seeing you in 2020! 
Ruth Looper and Amanda Lawrence, GMSF Co-Directors 
 
 

    Sheila Kay Adams        Charlotte Blake Alston       Noa Baum 

      Donald Davis        Gene Tagaban 


