
Dear friends, 

On behalf of everyone who worked to put together the 
2018 Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival, we are 
happy to share with you some of the highlights of the 
event.  All photos of the 2018 festival are courtesy of 
Nathan Baerreis, our wonderful festival photographer.  

 

The festival showcased five storytellers who are 
well-known on the national storytelling circuit: 
Andy Offutt Irwin, Lyn Ford, Rev. Robert Jones, 
Regi Carpenter, and Michael Reno Harrell. We 
also enjoyed the talents of six acclaimed regional 
tellers, a talented troupe of young tellers from 
Kennesaw State University, and a group of open-
mic tellers new to our stage.  

 

Both days of the festival featured storytelling from 9AM-9PM and many special events such as an 
informal Q&A with the tellers. Educational programming included six workshops taught by featured 
tellers who covered topics from how to transform family stories into compelling narratives to how to 
engage an audience through emotion. The festival enhanced its programming for children and their 
families: The Craddock Center’s Story Express gave away books to children; a special session of stories 
for children--and the young at heart—was offered; and a session of storytelling games and a craft 
activity designed to help children learn about the art of quilting were added this year. 

 

   
 

 
“This is storytelling, but cool!” –student participant 

 
One school administrator commented that he had never seen his students so engaged. 

 



“Our first storytelling festival, but hopefully not our last. So inspiring and entertaining!” –festival visitor 
 

98% of festival visitors responding to survey questions expressed that they learned something new about 
storytelling, music, quilting, and/or Appalachian culture by attending the festival,  

and 100% said they are likely to attend the festival again. 

A gorgeous display of eighty quilts shared by 
community members surrounded visitors in the 
festival’s new home, the state-of-the-art Union 
County Schools Fine Arts Center. Each quilt was 
accompanied by the story of its maker or owner, and 
we had a knowledgeable group of volunteer docents  
from the Misty Mountain Quilt Guild on hand to talk 
with visitors about the power and beauty of this art 
form.  

 
 
Five Georgia authors and multiple area organizations, including the John C. 
Campbell Folk School, Foxfire Museum and Heritage Center, Byron Herbert 
Reece Society, William Holland School of Lapidary Arts, and Blairsville-
Union County Chamber of Commerce, set up displays to share information. 
Our authors were able to engage a wider audience, and our community 
partners strengthened current bonds and created new ones. 
 
The festival drew visitors of all ages, from toddlers to octogenarians. Our 
record-breaking crowd came from Georgia, Tennessee, South Carolina, North Carolina, Florida, and 
even places as far away as New Zealand. We were especially pleased to welcome students and their 
teachers, who were invited to attend the festival free of charge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Having had the pleasure of being a part of many storytelling events across the country, I can say without 
reservation that the Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival ranks with the best. It was an honor to be 

included in 2018.” –Michael Reno Harrell, featured storyteller 

We once again provided a sign language interpreter and Braille programs for our visitors with hearing 
and visual impairment. We expanded our community outreach by giving a presentation on using 
storytelling with visually impaired students at the annual GVEST (Georgia Vision Educators Statewide 
Training) conference and by offering a free workshop on storytelling as a vehicle for healing for 
military veterans and their families. The workshop was led by one of our featured tellers, Regi 
Carpenter, a pioneer in the use of storytelling to address the impacts of trauma.  

 
The festival was made possible by the assistance of many area organizations, volunteers, business 
sponsors, and individual donors. Thanks to their help, festival participants found community in a 
joyous celebration of the rich heritage of the Appalachians and of all places where story is honored.  
We are especially grateful for the generous grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, Georgia 
Council for the Arts, Nora Roberts Foundation, and Cornelia Walmart Supercenter #1403, who 
recognized the importance of this project and helped it to thrive; for the warm welcome from Union 
County Schools, particularly from the festival’s new home, the UC Schools Fine Arts Center; and for 
the assistance of the Blairsville-Union County Chamber of Commerce, who spread the word and put 
on a ribbon-cutting ceremony to welcome the festival to Blairsville.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This was a good thing, VERY good thing for me. Life changing....” 
–participant, workshop for veterans 

 
“For me, the workshop was unexpectedly stirring and brought out connections in my life that I had never 

before made at the conscious level. . . . letting go of some shame and guilt was one of the pivotal       
outcomes of the workshop for me.” 
–participant, workshop for veterans 



“I hope GMSF continues its strong efforts to nurture and preserve the art of storytelling, and I am grateful 
for the sponsors who made possible an event that will attract more and more people to Blairsville.”              

–Lyn Ford, featured storyteller 

“Y’all, if you feel at times, as I do, that America is losing its soul, you must take two days out of your routine 
and spend them here. You will remember your own story and reconnect with your own soul--and with many 

other kindred souls--and you will never, ever regret it.” –festival visitor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope to see you April 12-13, 2019, for the 5th annual Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival. The 
event will once again be held at the Union County Schools Fine Arts Center in Blairsville. We have an 
outstanding group of tellers lined up, and we have some terrific programming in the works as we 
expand the festival’s community outreach.  
 

                                 The 2019 GMSF Featured Tellers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To stay up to date as plans develop for the 2019 festival, find us online: 
 

Website:  www.gamountainstoryfest.org 
              Facebook:  Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival 

 Email:  info@gamountainstoryfest.org 
 

To find out more about how you can be involved in our 2019 programming as a volunteer, 
teller, or sponsor, please send us an email at info@gamountainstoryfest.org. 

 
We wish you all the best and look forward to seeing you in 2019! 

Amanda Lawrence and Ruth Looper, GMSF Co-Directors 
 
 


